South Lancashire Fisheries Advisory Committee 7th May, 1975 by unknown
North West
Water Authority
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington W A5 3LW  
Telephone Penketh 4321
1. Apologies for absence.
2. Minutes of the last meeting (previously circulated).
3. Fishery Byelaws - Proposed New Code,
4. Tour of Inspection. ' ' j
5. Timetable of Meetings.
6. Eel Trapping.
7. Unit Fisheries Officer's Report on Fisheries Activities.
8. Licence Duties.
9. Importation of Live Freshwater Fish
10. Any Other Business.
i
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
*
SOUTH LANCASHIRE FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
7TH MAY, 1975 
FISHERY BYELAWS - PROPOSED NEW CODE
At their meeting held on 29th April, 1974, the Regional 
Fisheries Advisory Committee appointed a Working Party of 
officers with the following terms of reference
"That the officers review the existing Fishery 
Byelaws operating within the Authority’s area 
and prepare a draft combined code for consideration 
by this Committee," .
The Regional Committee at the meeting held on 24th February, 
1975, agreed that in the first instance the Local Committees should 
have the opportunity of considering the code and making observations 
to the Regional Committee.
Accordingly on 2,6th March, 1975, copies, of the draft combined 
code produced by the Working Party were circulated to all the 
members of Local Fisheries Advisory Committees inviting comments 
for the consideration of the respective Committees.-
At the date of despatch of these papers no observations have 
been received from members of this Committee.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
SOUTH LANCASHIRE FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
7TH MAY, 1975 
 TOUR OF INSPECTION
1 . The Tour of Inspection of the Committee’s area, will be held
on Tuesday, 3rd June-, 1975.
*
2. The itinerary has yet to be arranged and members are asked
to indicate if there are any localities or waters which they consider 
would be of particular interest to visit.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH LANCASHIRE 'FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
7TH MAY, 1975
TIMETABLE OF MEETINGS, 1975-76 
1. The Policy and Resources Committee at a meeting held on 
10th March, 1975, considered a draft Timetable of Meetings of 
the Authority, Committees and Sub-Committees for the 
"Authority Year" from June, 1975 to June, 1976.
2. The draft was approved for submission to the Authority 
for consideration, in accordance with Rule 1(3), at the Annual 
Meeting to be held on 23rd June, 1975.
3. The proposed timetable for the Regional and Local Fisheries 
Advisory Committee meetings is submitted as an appendix hereto 
for the information of members.
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7TH MAY, 1975 '
 EEL TRAPPING
1. A request to trap eels in the Ribble Estuary by means of fyke 
nets has been received from Mr. D. Oldham of 31 Lexton Drive, 
Southport.
2. The Unit Fisheries Officer is of the opinion that subject to 
certain conditions and modifications to the fyke nets he will be 
able to recommend the use of the nets for a trial period.
3. The Unit Fisheries Officer will bring a fyke net to the meeting 
in order to provide members with, a clear picture of the proposals.
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UNIT FISHERIES OFFICER'S REPORT ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
Coarse Fish salvage and stocking
(1) Sabden Lodge was netted by the Bailiffs for the Accrington 
and. District Anglers and 1000 Roach transferred to Enfield Lodge 
and .1000 Roach, transferred to Haggs Reservoir.
(2) A. small farm pond at Scarisbrick was netted and 190 Crucian 
Carp, 14 Tench and 180 Roach were transferred to other ponds in 
the Southport Area for Southport, Police Angling Club.
2. Fisheries Management
«
Langcliffe Hatchery has produced satisfactory results this 
season apart from the unexplained death of 9,000 alevins in three 
trays of the incubator. In. order to comply with the regulations 
of the Health & Safety at Work Act, 1974,- which came into force on 
1st April, 1975, part of the Hatchery has had to be reconstructed by 
the Fisheries Staff. A battery of twelve tanks has been removed and 
the supporting staging rebuilt. These twelve tanks are now working 
again satisfactorily. 120,000 feeding fry have been planted out in 
the Ribble and Hodder system and 100,000 fry are being retained for 
further development.
3. Poaching
There has. been no evidence of organised poaching activity so far 
this year.
4. Fish Mortalities
* Steps are being taken by the North West Water Authority to replace these 
fish.'
5. Migratory Fish Runs
The table below shows the runs of fish through the monitoring 
stations on the Ribble system for 1974.
Waddow Hall - River Ribble
Catch Actions 1974
Attached as Appendix 1 to this report is a table detailing the Rod 
and Net catch returns for the Lancashire River Unit area for 1974, 
with comparative figures for 1973 shown in brackets.
Fishery Offences
Attached as Appendix 2 to this report are the details of the fishery 
prosecutions carried out by the Lancashire River Unit during the 
period 1st April 1974 to 31st March, 1975.
8. Spawning 1974
High water conditions during the spawning period hampered observations, 
although it appears to have been a first class spawning season. The
number of routine redd counts was limited by the water conditions, 
but large numbers of fish were observed cutting redds in spawning 
tributaries of the Ribble and Hodder and in the main rivers.
Biological Work
A biological survey of the trout fishery in the upper reaches of 
Colne Water has been carried to assist the Colne Water A. A, to 
produce a management policy.
LANCASHIRE RIVER UNIT.
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Percentage Returns for 1973 indicated 
in brackets.
LANCASHIRE RIVER UNIT 
PROSECUTIONS FOR FISHING OFFENCES 
1st APRIL, 1974 TO 31st MARCH, 1975
Attached is a statement giving brief details of prosecutions undertaken 
in respect of fishing offences in the area of the Unit which have been 
heard in the period 1st April, 1974 to 31st March, 1975,
The following table summaries the results over the year under, review; 
as a matter of interest comparative figures for the last three years 
of the former River Authority are also given:- -
* 19.74/5 1973/4 1972/3 1971/2
Number of Defendants . 180 189 144 138
Number of Charges 267 254 193 185
Total Fines imposed £2,167 £1,463 £1,294 £774
Total Costs awarded to Authority £355 £200 £201 £92
Total Fees paid to Outside £481 £405 £312 £219
Solicitors (not including 
V.A.T. charges, recoverable)
Additionally, in the period from the 1st April, 1.974 to 31st March, 1975 
further cases involving 54 alleged offenders have been referred by the 
Fisheries Officer to the Administrative Section and have been investigated 
there, but where actual process has not been completed due to a variety of 
reasons: (a) the youth of the offenders, (b) doubts as to the adequacy of 
the available evidence, and (c) efforts to trace offenders giving false 
names and addresses to the bailiffs have not. proved fruitful, All the 
cases under (a) and most of those under (b) have been dealt with by the 
issue of appropriate warning letters.
The Unit has followed the practice of utilising the procedure afforded by 
the Magistrates' Courts Act, 1957, to the maximum possible extent, in an 
endeavour to minimise recourse to the services of outside Solicitors, 
having regard to increases in their fees. For the record, of the 180 
persons prosecuted since the 1st April, 1974, proceedings in 147 cases 
have been conducted under the 1957 Act, in 18 cases by Solicitors under 
full Brief prepared in the Unit, and in the remaining 15 cases (all in the 
Kendal Court * arid mostly affecting juveniles) by Messrs, Temple & Bargh 
under primary instructions from the Unit, As a point of interest, in the 
cases taken under the 1957 Act the Unit failed to secure a conviction in 
only one case; the person involved was detected in a later offence and 
convicted on that occasion.
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LICENCE DUTIES
Members will have noted from the minutes of the Regional 
Committee, held on 24th February, 1975, that the Policy and 
Resources Committee were invited to recommend the Authority to 
approve the revised licensing structure as set out in the 
Appendix to those minutes.
It was also recommended that the Director of Administration 
be authorised to publish the proposals in accordance with the 
requirements of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1972, and 
to take such steps as may be found necessary, including representation 
at a Public Inquiry in the event of the lodging of objections to the 
proposals.
The Policy and Resources Committee at the meeting held on 
10th March, 1975, recommended that the proposals be referred back to 
the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee for further consideration, 
this recommendation being approved by the Authority on 24th March, 
1975. ■
Accordingly, the proposals will be considered further at the 
meeting of the Regional Committee to be held on 12th May, 1975.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY . .
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IMPORTATION OF LIVE FRESHWATER FISH
1. Existing arrangements, which are to be revised on 1st April, 1975, 
provide little effective check upon, or control of, imports of live., 
freshwater (coarse) fish (usually from the Continent), whether they 
be wild fish or fish supplied from fish farms. The main weakness of 
the present system of import licensing by the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food is the absence of any satisfactory means of 
ensuring that a consignment of fish entering this country conforms
to the particulars shown on the relevant import licence and health 
certificate. It is impossible in practice to ensure that the fish 
in the consignment are the same, in species and numbers, as is stated 
on the documents.
2. Customs Officers are not normally competent to recognise different 
species of fish, and the number of fish in a tank can- only be reliably 
determined, by an individual count during manual transfer from one
tank to another. Consequently, provided that the documentation is in 
order, Customs tend to pass consignments of live fish through with a 
minimum of formality.
3. A number of instances have been reported where fish of species 
other than those listed on the import and health .documents and some­
times of species which might be undesirable for introduction into
the waters for which the consignment was destined - have been detected 
in"consignments of imported fish. In other cases, mortalities have 
occurred among native freshwater fish some time after the introduction 
of allegedly healthy imported fish, and it is likely that the intro­
duced fish were carriers of infection against which the indigenous 
stock had no resistance.
4. Within the past two- years, the long-standing belief that 
Infectious Pancreatic Necrosis (±PN), a Virus disease, was specific 
to salmonid fish has been shown to be incorrect as a result of the 
discovery by the Weymouth Fish Pathology Laboratory of the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food that the disease can occur, and 
cause mortality, in roach and other coarse fish. In the light of 
this discovery, the Director of the Laboratory thinks it possible 
that coarse fish may be capable of carrying other virus infections 
of salmonids and further work in this direction is obviously an 
urgent necessity. '
5. For many years there has been a total ban on the import of live, 
salmonid fish into Britain. This prohibition has undoubtedly con-
- tributed, more than any other single factor, to the almost complete 
freedom of the indigenous wild and cultivated stocks of salmonids i 
from the various infectious diseases which occur on the continent 
of Europe. Nor has the prohibition of imports resulted in any 
dearth of trout for stocking waters. If anything, their production 
has been stimulated to the point where large numbers of healthy fish 
are produced and sold annually.
6. Against this background it is difficult to understand why the 
importation of live coarse fish ha's continued to be permitted, par­
ticularly as such fish apparently represent a potential threat to 
native stocks of coarse and salmonid fish alike.
7. From 1st April, 1975, the imporation of live wild coarse fish 
will be prohibited, although imports from fish farms will be per­
mitted under licence by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and i 
Food. Issue of this licence will depend upon routine checks on 
broodstock for certain specific diseases having been carried out 
regularly over a period of two years1 immediately, prior to importation. 
Where compliance with this requirement and the consequent probable 
freedom of the fish from such diseases is certified under the 
official Government stamp of the country of origin (as opposed to the 
signature of a local veterinary officer - or even of the supplier of 
fish - as has sufficed hitherto), the appropriate health certificate 
will be accepted, an import licence issued, and the fish will be ■ 
allowed to enter 'this country.
*
8. This arrangemnent is an improvement on the existing procedure, 
but it does not alter the fact that a farm may draw its water supply 
■from a source containing wild coarse fish, with the consequent risk 
of transfer of infection during the periods between routine disease 
checks at the farm and the attendant risk of infection in the 
relevant consignments of fish exported to this country. Nor is there 
any lessening of the risk that an unscrupulous dealer could add to 
his approved and certified consignment, between fish farm and coast, 
wild fish from some other source, or fish from an uncertified farm, 
knowing it is unlikely that the Customs at the port of entry to
U.K. will detect the addition of extra fish or be able to differen­
tiate between certified and uncertified fish. There will be no real 
evidence that the fish which have been imported are from the same 
stock which was tested, and on which the issue of a health certificate 
depends.
9. A Water Authority has power under Section 10 of the Salmon and 
Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1972, to refuse consent for the introduction 
of any fish into waters within its area but once-imported fish are in 
this country, it is virtually impossible to prevent their introduction 
into any water because their origin cannot be determined. On 
scientific grounds there appears to be a case for recommending an 
approach by the national,Water Council to the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food to seek a total ban on the importation of all live 
freshwater- fish, as has long applied in the case of live salmonids.
In the view of the Regional Fisheries Officer it is altogether 
illogical to ban the import of salmonids because of the risk of 
introducing diseases, yet, at the same time, to permit the import 
of coarse fish which may carry those same diseases.
10. Clearly, such a prohibition on imports would result in a
situation where the demand for live coarse fish for stocking angling 
. waters - a demand which has increased greatly in recent years - 
could no longer be met f^om imports, nor could it, in most cases, 
be met from local resources in this country. This would be likely 
to lead to a period of. some years during which coarse fish would be 
in short supply. Ultimately, however, private- enterprise and Water 
Authorities should overcome this shortage. It must, however, be 
questionable whether the imposition of such a ban could be justified, 
without the ability;to provide alternative supplies of fish to 
replace imports from the Continent, so that alternative sources of 
supply - be they fish farms or stock pools - should be urgently 
considered. ■
The Regional Fisheries Officer has already suggested that the 
whole question of imports of Continental coarse fish, and their 
possible impact, upon native stocks, should be considered at a 
meeting of Fisheries Members and Fisheries Officers which is to be 
held at the office of the National Water Council in London at the 
end of April. In the meantime, however, the matter is being brought 
to the attention of this Committee for information as to the current 
position.
